Host Biography

Rick Steves advocates smart, independent travel. As host of the public television series, "Rick Steves' Europe,"and author of 30 European travel books, he encourages Americans to dive deep into Europe and become temporary locals. His viewers discover not just great cities, but cozy "Back Door" villages away from the tourist-trampled routes. He helps American travelers connect more intimately with Europeans — often for a fraction of what mainstream tourists pay. 

Rick is one of public television's top pledge drive hosts, raising more than a million dollars annually for stations across the United States. Rick’s travel shows have been on the air since 1990, and his newest TV series, "Rick Steves' Europe," premiered in 2000. Thirteen new episodes will be released in September, 2004. Rick writes and co-produces the programs at his production company, Back Door Productions. Prior to these programs, he co-wrote 52 episodes of "Travels in Europe with Rick Steves." Both series currently air nationwide on public television. 

Rick took his first trip to Europe in 1969, visiting piano factories with his father, a piano importer. By the time he reached 18, Rick jokes, "I realized I didn't need my parents." He began traveling on his own or with a friend, funding his trips by teaching piano. In 1976, Rick started a business called Europe Through the Back Door. It has grown from a one-man operation to a company with a well-traveled staff of more than 60 full-time employees. ETBD offers free travel information through a website (http://www.ricksteves.com), travel center, European Railpass Guide, and free travel newsletter. ETBD also runs a successful European tour program.

Rick self-published the first edition of his travel skills book, "Europe Through the Back Door," in 1980. Now in its 23rd edition, it has since become a best-seller. He has also written 13 country guidebooks, seven city and regional guides and six phrase books, and co-authored "Europe 101" and "Mona Winks." His Italy guidebook is the bestselling international guidebook in the USA. In 1999, he tackled a new genre of travel writing with his anecdotal "Postcards from Europe," recounting his favorite moments from 25 years of travel. Rick's books are published by Avalon Travel Publishing. 

In addition to his guidebooks, Rick writes columns for newspapers and magazines. He also appears frequently on television and radio talk shows and online travel chats as a leading authority on independent European travel. 

Rick lives and works in his hometown of Edmonds, Washington. His office window overlooks his old junior high school. He lives with his wife Anne, and two children, Andy and Jackie. 
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