 “The opening line of the Constitution is ‘We the people’, and it requires the people to participate, to engage, to be knowledgeable and we’re losing that.”

Eric Lane, 2007

Professor, Hofstra Law School/Author

“Questioning the Constitution” takes a in-depth look at constitutional reform.

July, 2008, Richmond, VA—The United States Constitution has been the foundation for the United States government and its citizens for over two hundred years. Many people believe it is the “gold standard” for fledgling democracies all over the world. It calls for the citizens to be active and for government to be accountable to those they govern. Many historians believe the Constitution has made our nation as successful and as powerful as it is; however, many of our citizens have not read or do not understand the Constitution and the foundation of our government. “Questioning the Constitution” looks at the development of the constitution, how it has been interpreted and questions whether the constitution should be reformed. This one-hour documentary was produced by WCVE PBS in partnership with the Center for Politics at the University of Virginia. 
Award-winning producer/director Mason Mills (“Wilder: An American First”, “Music Seen”) conducts interviews with political leaders, scholars and historians and combines them with archival materials to create an understanding of our Constitution and where we stand today on future Constitutional reform. 
“Questioning the Constitution” is distributed by American Public Television (APT). With more than 10,000 hours of programming in its library, American Public Television (APT) has been a prime source of programming for the nation’s public television stations for 47 years, distributing more than 300 new program titles per year. In 2006, APT launched Create – the TV channel featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming. Known for its leadership in identifying innovative, worthwhile and viewer-friendly programming, APT has established a tradition of providing public television stations with program choices that strengthen and customize their schedules, such as such as Sara's Weeknight Meals, Globe Trekker, Rick Steves' Europe, America's Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Simply Ming, Doc Martin, Broadway: The Golden Age, Lidia's Family Table, Rosemary and Thyme, P. Allen Smith's Garden Home, The Big Comfy Couch, Celine Dion: A New Day, Queen Rock Montreal, Monarchy With David Starkey, Spain...on the road Again, and other prominent documentaries, dramatic series, how-to programs, children’s series and classic movies. For more information about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org.
WCVE PBS, one of the Community Idea Stations, is central Virginia’s primary producer of local programs, including weekly series such as the award-winning newsmagazine “Virginia Currents,” the nationally-distributed music series “The Music Seen” and the gardening program “Virginia Home Grown,” and numerous performance documentaries. The stations’ local productions are regularly accepted for national distribution by PBS or American Public Television, including: “Laughing Matters with Brett Leake;” “Wilder: AN American First,”  “Liberty or Death” and many others.
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