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PROGRAM GUIDE ARTICLE
Hip, Rock, Snack, & Roll with Biz Kid$


Rap music, rocking chairs, candy, and custom skateboards -- at first glance, they don’t have much in common. Yet each of these represents the dreams and hard work of a Biz Kid! You’ll find these business-savvy young people on the new series Biz Kid$, airing every (day) at (time) on (station call letters). Tune in with your children and they can learn to be Biz Kids, too. 

From the creators of the Emmy award-winning series Bill Nye the Science Guy, Biz Kid$ teaches kids about money and business and introduces some amazing young entrepreneurs and philanthropists. You’ll meet Rebecca Charbonneau, a teenager who fulfilled her dream of opening a candy store in her community and also managed to help revive the ailing business district at the same time.  Skateboard designer and web site creator Jordan Wilstead and social entrepreneur Ben Weymiller also share their stories. (Jordan launched two successful businesses based on his favorite hobbies and Ben raised over $85,000 to provide rocking chairs for the hospitals in his community.) 

Compelling adult stories are also included in some episodes. Chris “Kharma Kazi” Rolle’s story is one motivating example. Abandoned as a baby, and then in and out of foster care, Kazi overcame unimaginable obstacles. Through sheer will, determination, and the support of a youth program called Art Start that encourages at-risk youth to express their issues through art, he rebuilt his life. Today, he is a successful rap artist, movie producer, actor, and philanthropist. In 1991, Rolle founded Art Start’s Hip Hop Project, an after-school program that connects teens with music industry professionals to produce their own albums. Using hip-hop as a tool to entice kids to participate, Kazi’s true mission is all about social entrepreneurship, self-empowerment, and overcoming personal obstacles.

Through clever skits, comedy sketches, and messages from the kid hosts, Biz Kid$ teaches the basics of saving, budgeting, investing, and giving back to the community. Along the way you’ll meet many inspiring young people. 

With only 10% of America’s youth graduating high school with any kind of instruction in personal finance, this series is a must see! So, grab your kids and watch Biz Kid$ together. They’ll be sure to profit, and you might learn a few financial facts, too.

Biz Kid$ airs (day) at (time) on (station call letters).

Biz Kid$ is produced in association with Junior Achievement Worldwide and WXXI Public Broadcasting in Rochester, New York, with distribution by American Public Television. Major funding for Biz Kid$ is provided by a coalition of America’s Credit Unions.

PLEASE NOTE: If you would like additional short articles for your program guide, please e-mail jkemp@wxxi.org and we would be happy to send them to you. We have highlights of individual young entrepreneurs from various episodes.
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