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[image: image3]YOUNG VIEWERS WILL PROFIT FROM TUNING IN TO (YOUR STATION) FOR BIZ KID$
New TV Series Teaches Kids About Money & Entrepreneurs

(Your City, State) (Month, Date, 2007) – From the creators of the Emmy award-winning series Bill Nye the Science Guy comes a fun, fast-paced new series that teaches kids how to manage their own money. Produced in high-definition by Biz Kid$ LLP, Biz Kid$ educates (insert day and air time) beginning (date) on (your station here). Geared toward school-aged children, the half-hour weekly series is hosted by a group of biz kids who invite their viewers to become biz kids, too. Every episode introduces several young entrepreneurs and philanthropists who share their success stories. From a skateboard designer to a candy store owner -- they are kids that young viewers can relate to and be inspired by.

At a time when only 10% of youth in America are graduating high school with any kind of instruction in personal finance, Biz Kid$ helps kids understand the importance of saving and starting good financial habits early on. In fact, of the many young people who now drop out of college, more than half leave because of bankruptcy -- not bad grades. 
With a clear mission to educate young people about finances and help reverse this trend, the producers worked in partnership with JA Worldwide® (Junior Achievement®) to create a strong curriculum for the series. The show teaches the fundamental basics of saving, budgeting, investing, and giving back to the community, and it does so through clever skits and educational segments. Spoofs on old TV shows and comedy sketches performed by a humorous cast of characters make the series a hit with both kids and parents alike. The King of Ka-Ching, a cheesy lounge singer, and Francine Fairtrade, a world traveler with extensive knowledge of all things exotic and financial, are two of the characters who add to the fun. 
-- more --

“By profiling real-life entrepreneurs, both social and profit making, we found a way to humanize the financial literacy component of the production,” said Biz Kid$ Executive Producer Jamie Hammond. “We believe the show will be a hit among young viewers!”

Each episode of Biz Kid$ has companion materials developed by JA Worldwide to be used in classrooms and homes nationwide. These materials and other resources for teachers and parents are available at no cost on the show’s Web site, www.bizkids.com. The site also features clips from the series and invites kids to apply to be on the show. Visitors can sign up for the show’s monthly newsletter, The Vault, which offers ideas on how kids can start their own businesses, plus hints on earning money and tips on making their money grow. 

Biz Kid$ is produced in association with JA Worldwide and WXXI Public Broadcasting in Rochester, New York. It is distributed by American Public Television. Major funding for Biz Kid$ is provided by a coalition of America’s Credit Unions. 

About Biz Kid$ LLP

The talented Biz Kid$ team is best known for creating and producing Bill Nye the Science Guy. The series received multiple awards, 26 national Emmys (including two for Outstanding Children’s Television Series), and in 1999 received the National Science Board Public Service Award, among others. Over the past decade, the producers have also created over 275 episodes for PBS in the areas of How-To and Natural History. The team’s experience includes working with Danny Thomas, Bob Hope, David Letterman, Willie Nelson, Gary Coleman, and many others on projects for NBC, CBS, ABC, The Food Network, General Electric, General Motors, Microsoft, National Geographic, and President Bill Clinton. Other awards include two Gold Medals from the New York Festivals, the first Annenberg Foundation Award, two Monitor Awards, and two Environmental Media Awards.

-- more --

About Curriculum & Outreach Partner JA Worldwide
JA Worldwide is the world's largest organization dedicated to inspiring and preparing young people to succeed in a global economy. Through a dedicated volunteer network, JA Worldwide provides in-school and after-school programs for students in grades K-12. JA Worldwide offers educational programs that focus on three key content areas: entrepreneurship, work readiness, and financial literacy. Today, 140 individual area operations reach more than four million students in the United States, with an additional 4.3 million students served by operations in 114 other countries worldwide. For more information, visit www.ja.org.  
About WXXI Public Broadcasting

WXXI Public Broadcasting is an award-winning family of broadcast services dedicated to serving the lifelong educational needs of its community. Through innovation, outreach, partnerships, and diversity of programming, WXXI uses the power of broadcasting to educate and enrich the lives of people in Rochester and beyond. Among WXXI’s recent national productions are: The Rochester International Jazz Festival and Second Opinion. WXXI also produces Homework Hotline, which airs on stations across New York, and Assignment: The World, the nation’s longest-running instructional TV program. WXXI operates multiple television and radio stations, including Reachout Radio for those with visual impairments.

About American Public Television (APT)

For 45 years, APT has been a prime source of programming for the nation’s public television stations. APT distributes more than 300 new program titles per year and has 10,000 hours of programming in its library. It is responsible for many public television milestones including the first HD series and the 2006 launch of the Create channel featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming. APT is known for its leadership in identifying innovative, worthwhile and viewer-friendly programming. It has established a tradition of providing public television stations with program choices that strengthen and customize their schedules, such as JFK: Breaking the News, Battlefield Britain, Globe Trekker, Rick Steves' Europe, Great Museums, Jacques Pépin: Fast Food My Way, America's Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Broadway: The Golden Age, Lidia's Family Table, California Dreamin’ – The Songs of The Mamas & the Papas, Rosemary and Thyme, P. Allen Smith's Garden Home, The Big Comfy Couch, Monarchy With David Starkey, and other prominent documentaries, dramatic series, how-to programs and classic movies. For more information about APT's programs and services, visit APTonline.org. 
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